
 
 
 

SPOT/Eagle Scout Projects 2019/2020 
 

 
 
 

SPOT worked with Boy Scout Troop 60 on four Eagle Scout projects in 2019/2020 so far. The one 2019 project 
involved the installation of two memorial benches in areas managed by Colorado Parks & Wildlife (CPW) and 
the three 2020 projects provided the creation of Mimi’s Corner, at the intersection of CR160 and CR144 in 
Chaffee County, and the installation of agility equipment and a trail in the Loyal Duke’s Dog Park, off Holman 
Ave. in the City of Salida. 
 
 

 
Memorial Benches (2019) 

 
Since 2000, SPOT has helped organize the ordering and placement of 
memorial benches within the Salida-area Trail System.  In 2019 two 
families purchased benches desiring to have them installed within the 
CPW State Wildlife Areas, one along the east side of Frantz Lake and 
one along the Arkansas River between Sands and Frantz Lakes. 
Talmage Trujillo, Eagle Scout Candidate, partnered with SPOT to help 
find the perfect bench locations and to place them permanently. 
 

 
Talmage visited with the Salida 
Public Works Department to learn about installation techniques 
and requirements, spent time with the Wildlife Managers to 
determine the exact bench locations and organized the necessary 
materials and schedule for the scout work day.  
 
 
 

 
 

Talmage completed his project in August 2019. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
   

Donavan Bench 2019 
Picture by Donna Rhoads 

Bench placement with CPW 2019 
Picture by Donna Rhoads 

Chupko Bench 2019 
Picture by Brian Petit 



 
 
 
 

Mimi’s Corner (2020) 
 

Jackson Karls and Luke Johnson worked on Mimi’s Corner and both scouts 
were involved in the design, planning, securing of funds and construction.  
Back in the 90’s, the corner property was given to the County by Arthur and 
Mimi Wong and for years it sat vacant with only a memorial bench for Garry 
Lewis sitting in the back corner.  The bench was donated by his parents with 
the help of SPOT in 2004 and was placed at the top of Mesa Lane, close 
to where they lived. Later it was moved to its present location due to a 
new housing development in that area. 
 
SPOT had concern for the corner property and was thrilled for the 
opportunity to work with the Scouts to create a usable, 
comfortable small park. The idea was to make a wind/sun cover for 
the bench, bring in some boulders and native vegetation and build 
a perimeter buck & rail fence with openings for bike/ped crossings. 
With the help of Susan Roebuck, a SPOT board member, a 
conceptual drawing of Mimi’s Corner was used to present our 
SPOT/Scout ideas to our partners.  
 
Both scouts were involved in the budgeting of the project; each 
attended several Chaffee County Commissioner meetings, where 
we received approval and $1,500 in funding. They were also 
responsible for ordering and purchasing materials for their projects.  
 
Due to its complexity, the project was divided in two Eagle projects.  

Jackson became in charge of building the 
bench cover. He gained information from 
construction professionals, made a cam 
drawing of the bench cover, compiled an 
exact materials list, made a work 
schedule, met with the Chaffee County 
Planning Department for approval of his 
building permit and planned his scout 
work day. Jackson completed his project 
July 25th, 2020. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mimi’s Corner early 2020 
Picture by Donna Rhoads 

Mimi’s Corner Conceptual Drawing  
Drawn by Susan Roebuck 2020 

Jackson Karls 7/25/2020 
Picture by Donna Rhoads 

Jackson Karls 7/25/2020 
Picture by Susan Roebuck 



 
Luke became in charge of building the fence and delineating the internal trails/paths. Luke researched buck & 
rail fencing, coordinated with the supplier for log delivery and fence assembly. He fit the fence sections exactly 
for the site and then pre-assembled all the fence bucks prior to the work day with the scouts.  
Luke completed his project August 15th, 2020. 

 
 
 
“I think it’s definitely a nice area to 
hang out,” Johnson said. “From 
what it used to be: a dry dusty 
corner, mine and Jackson’s projects 
transformed it” 
  

 
 
 

Park re-vegetation is planned for later this year. 
 
 
 
 

 
Loyal Duke’s Dog Park (2020) 

Ellis Haas accepted the project to install dog agility equipment and delineate a trail in the Loyal Duke’s Dog 
Park. The Salida Dog Club, a non-profit organization, oversees the use and development of the dog park in 
cooperation with the City of Salida and the Salida School District.  A while back, the club purchased dog agility 
equipment and looked for help to install the pieces. They also hoped to make a distinct trail within the park 
where they plan to place their fund raiser memorial bricks in the future.  Through the association with SPOT 
and the Scouts, an Eagle Scout project evolved. 
 
Ellis worked with the club members and the City of Salida to research 
installation, design the placement, schedule city assistance and plan 
for Dog Park closures. The project started on August 10, when heavy 
equipment moved rocks and logs, prepared the holes for concrete and 

delivered road base. On 
August 15th, Ellis and other 
Troop 60 scouts poured 
concrete, assembled and set 
the equipment and built out a 
distinct trail.  
 

Luke Johnson 8/15/2020 
Picture by Donna Rhoads Mini’s Corner 8/15/2020 

Picture by Donna Rhoads 

Ellis Haas 8/10/2020 
Picture by Donna Rhoads 

Ellis Haas 8/13/2020 
Picture by Donna Rhoads 



Eagle Scout is the highest achievement or rank attainable in the Boy 
Scout of America (BSA) and is earned after a lengthy review process.  
An Eagle Scout candidate has the responsibility of planning a project 
and working with fellow scouts to accomplish the results. It takes a 
great deal of understanding, coordination, education and leadership 
on the part of the scout. 
 
 
 
 
 
SPOT thanks the Troop 60 scouts, their fathers and families and the Salida BSA Leaders for their help and for 
their dedication to the scouting program. We also sincerely thank all the community sponsors who donated 
time, money and materials to the projects. 
 
Donna Rhoads, 
President of SPOT  
8/22/2020 
 
                                                             SPOT/Troop 60 Eagle Scout Sponsors 
Memorial Benches 
Colorado Parks & Wildlife (State Wildlife Areas staff) 
City of Salida 
Donavan Family 
 Chupko Family 
Mimi’s Corner Sponsors 
Boy Scout Troop 60 
Salida-area Parks, Open-space & Trails (SPOT) 
Albert and Mimi Wong 
Chaffee County 
Colorado Parks & Wildlife (State Wildlife Areas staff) 
Hardrock Paving & Redi-Mix 
Pursell Manufacturing 
Hylton’s Lumber 
Poncha Lumber 
Cordova Family 
Broken M Timber Products, Guffey 
Jeff Myers 
Salida Dog Park Sponsors 
Salida Dog Club 
Hylton Lumber 
City of Salida 
 
 

Salida-area Parks, Open-space & Trails (SPOT) is a volunteer, non-profit organization with a mission to 
promote the creation, preservation, improvement and appreciation of parks, open space and trails in the 

greater Salida area. 
 

Loyal Duke’s Dog Park 
Troop 60 8/13/2020 
Picture by Donna Rhoads 


